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In re application of: ) 

Scott William Middleton et al. ) Art Unit: 3727 

Serial No: 10/501,179 ) Examiner: Braden, Shawn M. 

Filed: July 9, 2004 ) Confirmation No: 7859 
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THIRD INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Sir: 

Applicants hereby voluntarily disclose the items listed on the attached Form PTO/SB/08A 
to the Commissioner for Patents. Pursuant to the Waiver in the OG Notice dated August 5, 2003, 
no copies of any U.S. patents or publications are enclosed. Copies of foreign patent documents 
1-13 are enclosed. 

Copies of the references listed on the attached Form PTO/SB/08A are being submitted at 
this seemingly late date because they were only recently brought to our attention as a result of 
foreign prosecution; a certification, as specified in paragraph (e) of 37 CFR 1.97, is enclosed 
herewith. 

The references listed on the attached form PTO/SB/08A are being submitted because they 
were cited in an Office Action from the Japanese Patent Office in the corresponding Japanese 
patent application. A copy of the English language translation of the Office Action is enclosed. 

English language abstracts are being provided for cite Nos. 2, 3, 5, 6, 8-10 and 13. Partial 
English language translations have also been provided for cite Nos. 4 and 13. Applicants believe 
that adequate understanding of the non-English language references included herein can be 
obtained upon review of the drawing figures, the English language abstracts, the partial English 
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language translations, and the English language translation of the Office Action from the 
Japanese Patent Office. 

If the Examiner believes that it might be beneficial for the Applicants to provide 
additional information about one or more of the non-English language references, then the 
Examiner is encouraged to notify the undersigned. The Applicants will endeavor to provide any 
requested additional information to the Examiner. 

Applicants further reserve the right to establish the patentability of the claimed invention 
over any of the listed information should they be applied as references, and/or to prove that some 
of the cited information may not be prior art, and/or to prove that some of the cited information 
may not be enabling for the teachings they purport to offer. This statement further should not be 
construed as the representation that an exhaustive search has been made, or that the information 
cited herewith is material, or that there does not exist information more material to the 
examination of the present Application. The Examiner is specifically requested not to rely solely 
on the information submitted herein. On the contrary, the Examiner is requested to conduct an 
independent and thorough review of the information, and to form independent opinions as to 
their significance. 

It is respectfully requested that the Examiner initial and return a copy of the enclosed 
PTO/SB/08A and to indicate in the official file wrapper of the above-identified patent application 
that each item of the cited information has been considered. 

Although no fees are believe due, the Commissioner is authorized to charge additional 
fees that are required, or credit any overpayment, to Deposit Account No. 09-0528. 



Respectfully submitted, 

Date Andrew N. Claerbout 

Reg. No. 50,202 

Womble Carlyle Sandridge & Rice, PLLC 

P.O. Box 7037 

Atlanta, GA 30357-0037 

(404) 872-7000 (Telephone) 

(404) 888-7490 (Facsimile) 

Docket No. : R029 1 505/US/4 
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Application Number 




Filing Date 


Substitute for Form 1449/PTO 


10/501,179 




July 9, 2004 


INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 


First Named Inventor 


STATEMENT BY APPLICANT 


Scott William Middleton 


(Use as many sheets as necessary) 


Art Unit 






3727 






Examiner Name 


Attorney Docket Number 




Braden, Shawn M. 
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FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 



Examiner 
Initials 


Cite 
No. 


Foreign Patent 
Document 


Publication Date 
MM-DD-YYYY 


Name of Patentee or Applicant of Cited 
Document 


Pages, Columns, Lines, 
Where Relevant Passages 
or Relevant Figures Appear 


T 6 
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JP 47-23456 


12-10-1972 


Unknown 








2 


JP 2001-328617 


11-27-2001 


Dainippon Printing Co. Ltd. 




* 
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JP 54-116059 


09-10-1979 


Dainippon Printing Co. Ltd 








4 


JP 54-126887 


10-02-1979 


Commissariat A L'Energie Atomique 








5 


JP 59-75004 


04-27-1984 


Oogaki Plastic Kogyo KK 




* 




6 


JP 08-337235 


12-24-1996 


Gifu Plast Ind Co. Ltd 




* 




7 


JP 03-004582 


01-10-1991 


NGK Spark Plug Co. Ltd. 








8 


JP 09-254948 


09-03-1997 


Toyo Echo KK 




* 




9 


JP 2001-213420 


08-07-2001 


Giken Kasei KK 




* 




10 


JP 2000-043840 


02-15-2000 


Giken Kasei KK 




* 




11 


JP 60-96234 


04-08-1994 


Hitachi Ltd. 








12 


JP 07-2883 


05-30-1995 


Unknown 








13 


JP 08-156944 


06-18-1996 


Tsubaki Seiko:KK 
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EXAMINER'S SIGNATURE: 


DATE CONSIDERED: 


* We have provided a translation of the Abstract only 
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37 CFR 1.97(e) CERTIFICATION 



Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Arlington, VA 22313-1450 

Sir: 

This certification is being submitted, in accordance with 37 CFR 1.97, with the 
Information Disclosure Statement enclosed herewith. Each reference cited by the Information 
Disclosure Statement was cited in a communication from a foreign patent office regarding a 
related foreign application. The communication from the foreign patent office was not received 
more than three months prior to the submittal of this certification. 



Respectfully submitted, 

Date Andrew N. Claerbout 

Reg. No. 50,202 

Womble Carlyle Sandridge & Rice, PLLC 
P.O. Box 7037 
Atlanta, GA 30357-0037 
(404) 872-7000 (Telephone) 
(404) 888-7490 (Facsimile) 
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